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For Immediate Release: 
BOWER. McCULLA TO RECEIVE WOMAN OF ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS 
CHARLESTON - Kathy Bower and Clare L. McCulla are to be honored with 2005 Woman of 
Achievement Awards for their outstanding service to women in the community. 
The awards, bestowed annually by the Women's Studies Program at Eastern Illinois University, are 
given to women who have improved the quality of women's lives and advanced the status of area women. 
The Women's Studies Awards Ceremony is set for 7 p.m. Thursday, March 24, at the Tarble Arts 
Center. The evening will include a musical performance by Marilyn Coles. The public is invited. 
As a scientist and engineer, Bower, an associate professor in the EIU Department of Geology and 
Geography, is a role model for young women interested in fields traditionally dominated by men. She 
regularly takes students on camping field trips to not only teach geology, but also to develop students' 
self-confidence and social skills. In addition, she reaches out to enhance the science curriculum in area 
school districts. 
Bower is also praised for her commitment to her family; she and her husband, Ken, are the parents 
of 10, including eight adopted children. 
McCulla has devoted her 25-year legal career to working with disadvantaged clients. As managing 
attorney at Land of Lincoln Legal Assistance Foundation Inc., she represents low-income victims of 
domestic violence and oversees family law cases in east-central Illinois. 
McCulla also volunteers with many agencies, including HOPE of East Central Illinois, the Coles 
County Council on Aging and Cumberland Associates. She is also active in St. Charles Borromeo 
Catholic Church and has served as president of Catholic Charities of Coles, Douglas and Edgar Counties. 
Winners of the Women's Studies Program student essay contest, Lavada Simpson and Katy 
Dwiggins, will also be honored during the ceremony. Each will be presented with a certificate and a cash 
prize of $100 (co-funded by the College of Arts and Humanities and the Women's Studies Program). 
Essay winners were chosen by a committee of women's studies faculty from three disciplines. 
-more-
ADD 1/1/1/1 WOMEN OF ACHIEVEMENT 
Simpson's prize-winning essay, "Custance and Power in Chaucer's 'Man of Law's Tale,"' was written 
for an English department graduate seminar taught by David Raybin. 
Dwiggins, an undergraduate EngHsh major, wrote her essay, "Parallelism Between Feminist 
Criticism and Peter Rabinowitz's 'Betraying the Sender: The Rhetoric and Ethics of Fragile Texts' in Nella 
Larsen's 'Passing,"' for a class taught by English professor Chris Hanlon. 
For more information, see the Web site at www.eiu.edu/-wsminor/wham.html. 
Past recipients of Women of Achievement Awards are listed: 
1980: Mary Rogers 
1981: Vanlou Nan Trank, Margaret Soderberg, Koralie Murad 
1982: Patty Tucker-Ladd, Marsha Hausser, Sharon Bartling 
1983: Carol Elder Schmudde, Peggy Brayfield, Isabel Parrott 
1984: Eulalee Anderson, Camille Compo, Barbara Hill, Ellen Schanzle-Haskins 
1985: Rosemary Shepherd, Janet Norberg, Toni Collins 
1986: Olga Durham, Sandy Rives, Angelynn Richardson 
1987: Susan Woods, Genie Lenihan, Jana Raymond 
1988: Judith Anderson, Bonnie Buckley, Nancy Taitt 
1989: Virginia Davis, Debra Camren-Anderson, Cynthia Jackson 
1990: Andrea Bonnicksen, Ruth Dow, Sandra Gallion, Janice Grewell 
1991: Sue Stoner, Carol Sanders, Karen Medina 
I 
1992: Melody Allison, Kathleen Roberts, Antoinette Spinner, Evette Pearson 
1993: Luciana Gomes, Tanya Wood, Mathie! Crane 
1994: Carolyn Smith, Edith Hedges, Nanditha Balasubramanian 
1995: Betty Boyer, Johnetta Jones, Christine Krashak 
1996: Mary Anne Hanner, Jacqueline Record, Hazel Watson 
1997: Linda Coleman, JacquelineBacon 
1998: Margaret Hollowell, Cathy Reynolds, Christina Hardin 
1999: Judith Moll, Therese Supple Kincaid, Anne Zahlan 
2000: Nancy Owen, Gail Mason, Courtney McDermott 
2001: Carol Stevens, Birdina Gregg 
2002: Janelle DePetro, Kristy Poteete, Patsy Black 
2003: Jayne Ozier, Deborah Shrum 
2004: Janet Marquardt, Joanna Swick, Stephanie Michaelis 
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